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WGEP Mission & Vision

Women’s Global
Education Project was
founded on the

idea that everyoneis
entitled to an
education, regardless
of gender or

economic status.

WGEP believes that universal education, gender equality
and empowerment of women are critical to a society’s
development. Our mission is to provide access to education
for women and girls, and to develop training programs

that empower them to build better lives and foster equitable
communities.

WGEP Sisters-to-School Senegal scholars

Letter From The Executive Director

Dear Friends,
2010 was a dream come true for WGEP in many ways.

First, the girls in our program celebrated many successes.
I am extremely proud that WGEP is not only reaching
more and more girls in the remote, rural regions of Senegal
and Kenya, but that these girls are staying in school and
doing well there. 2010 was the fourth year in a row that
over 90 percent of our scholars remained in school; 30
percent of them placed in the top five of their class! With
so many pressures to drop out, it is no accident that
these girls are succeeding against all odds: it is the result
of their hard work, the support of their families, and
our comprehensive programs.

Second, WGEP was recognized by both the international
community and the private sector for our work in girls’
education. We were invited to be a “Best Practices” presen-
ter at the UN conference on girls’ education in Dakar,
Senegal, last year where I had the honor of helping draft
the UN declaration on girls’ education. Additionally,
WGEP was selected as the face of girls’ education for the
2010 Neutrogena-GlobalGiving “Wave for Change”
campaign, with WGEP receiving 70 percent of the vote
in a national Facebook campaign.

Yes, it truly has been an amazing year! Because of your
support, our dreams didn’t merely stay pipe dreams, but
became life-changing realities for girls, their families and
their communities.

Because of your support, it is a reality that seven-year-old
Diale and Mariama from rural Drame in Senegal became the
first girls in their village ever to go to school.

It is a reality for Caroline of Gatunga, Kenya, that she will
not have to face female genital mutilation and can instead
remain in school this year and continue on to middle school.

Girls like Diale, Mariama, and Caroline can now imagine
anew path for themselves and a brighter future.

None of this would have been possible without you! Each
one of you has done so much to get us where we are today.
Thank you for helping turn our dreams—and the dreams of
our girls—into reality.

Yours,

Y. A
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Executive Director



WGEP Through

the years...

1,200 Participants

900

400

2004

Mentoring

After School Clubs
Scholarships

4,000 People
Impacted

2011

2004

2011

Focus On Girls

from thegirleffect.org

Focus On Sustainability
WGEP believes that a multi-level strategy is necessary to build
a sustainable approach to girls’ education. Currently working
in rural communities in Senegal and Kenya, WGEP provides:

p Full scholarships for tuition, school fees, supplies, tutoring,
mentoring, and room and board

P Partial scholarships for girls already enrolled in school to
assist with school supplies and after-school tutoring

P Adult literacy classes to help women support their daughters
in school

P Health education for scholars and their families to prevent
health-related absences from school

P Educators’ training to enhance classroom skills and to help
educators affect policy at a broader level

P “Molding clubs” for girls and boys to affect the next generation

P Community awareness programs and workshops for parents,
village leaders and other community members

» Empowerment programs, including an alternative rite of
passage program to combat female genital mutilation, to
help girls, women and their families make the most informed
choices for their future

Many factors
contribute to girls’
non-attendance
and high drop-out
rates including:

Senegal

Kenya

Senegal

Kenya

* Source: UNICEF Division of
Policy and Practice, Statistics
& Monitoring Section

What Keeps Girls from School?

» Female Genital
Mutilation (EGM)
» Early marriage

e Lack of resources

« Bias towards boys

¢ Unaffordable school fees
¢ Concern for girls’ safety ¢ Undervaluing importance
* Dependence on girl of an education

labor within the home

WGEP Retention Rates
2007 2008

94.6%

91.5%

2009 2010
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Focus On Results

By working with rural girls and women, WGEP is reaching
one of the most underserved populations in Sub-Saharan
Africa. The communities where we work are on the fringes
of society and are among the most vulnerable to famine,
drought, and disease. Attendance rates among girls for
secondary school in rural Kenya is as low as 11.6 percent;
in rural Senegal, it is only 4.9 percent®.

Our impact: WGEP programs train our scholars, their
families and communities to battle against the contributing
factors that keep girls from attending school.

Since 2004, WGEP has provided more than 1,300
scholarships through our Sisters-to-School Senegal and
Sisters-to-School Kenya programs.

More importantly, WGEP scholars are among the best
and brightest at their schools. Retention rates among our
scholars are well above national norms, and they consistently
achieve academically: In 2010, 75 percent of WGEP scholars
earned grades that were above-average or average, and 30
percent placed in the top five of their class.

Each of these numbers represents a girl whose life has
been irrevocably changed because she now has access to
education; a family whose hopes for the future are brighter
because their daughter is going to school, and a commu-
nity now invested in education and empowerment for their

women and girls.
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Hayley Webster,
WGEP intern since 2008,
is currently serving as a
public health Peace Corps
Volunteer in Kakamega,
Western Province, Kenya,
about 230 miles from

the WGEP site in Tharaka.

Hayley spent 10 days

in Tharaka in Dec. 2010
to help facilitate our
anti-FGM program. She
and WGEP Kenya also
studied drip irrigation,
sack gardening and
other income-generating
activities for local
families to help girls stay
in school instead of
dropping out to support
the family.

“Circumcision With Words”
is sponsored by the Rubens
Family Foundation.

Focus On Health

In 2010, WGEP’s annual “Circumcision with Words”
alternative rite of passage program graduated 75 girls who,
with their families, publicly refused the rite of female genital
mutilation (FGM). Our program mimics a traditional
circumcision ceremony: a four-day “seclusion” for empower-
ment workshops around health awareness, interpersonal
relationships, conflict management, and empowerment
for girls, then a big community celebration, but no
genital cutting.

Now girls in Tharaka are taking the initiative to refuse
FGM, two local churches started their own anti-FGM
programs modeled on ours, and men are speaking out
against FGM to support women’s rights.

The program has seen great success in the immediate
area, and our local partner is hoping to replicate the
program in the interior of Tharaka where FGM is still
widespread.

Meet Patrick: Patrick was aware of the negative
backlash in his community against families who break the
deep-seated cultural tradition of FGM. Nevertheless,
he sent his daughter to WGEP’s first anti-FGM program in
2007. He was so impressed with what it did for his daughter
that he became a trainer in the program and a leading
advocate for women’s rights in the community. Now he
encourages program participants to study hard and
become strong leaders for their communities.

Meet Lucy: After taking part in our 2010 alternative rite
of passage program, Lucy became the first girl in her family
to refuse FGM and to stay in school instead of getting married
as a teenager. Lucy wants to become a teacher and to keep
fighting FGM in her community: “I want to make sure there
is no circumcision of girls anymore.”

75 girls and their
families say “No!” to FGM
at the 2010 ARP program

Focus On Leadership

Due to strong academic performance and leadership potential,
five Sisters-to-School Senegal scholars were awarded spots
in a girls’ leadership summer camp hosted jointly by Peace
Corps Senegal and WGEP’s partner organization UDEN.

The goals of the weeklong camp were to provide the girls
with self-confidence, an opportunity to gain knowledge
and skills, and exposure to new ideas to help them become
leaders in their communities.

The five scholars, Awa Thiam, Ndeye Fatou Diame,
Madeleine Sene, Sadio Gueye, and Fatou Ndiaye, exceeded
expectations through high levels of participation and met
all challenges with determination.

Three teachers from UDEN served as counselors and
group leaders, mentoring and leading the girls in group
discussions and daily reflections. WGEP’s Senegal prog-
ram coordinator, Adji Senghor, also took part in the camp
and spoke to the girls about her work and success.

Adji encouraged the girls to set goals for themselves and
to continue to work hard.

The camp was a great success, and Peace Corps Senegal
is hoping to expand the camp to reach more girls in 2011
with the help of WGEP’s partner UDEN!

Focus On Distinction
In 2010 WGEP was recognized both locally and
internationally for our work...

P The Chicago Foundation for Women named Executive
Director Amy Maglio a 2011 Impact Award winner.

P WGEP’s 2010 annual fundraiser NDAJEE raised a record
$36,000, the most we have ever raised from a single event.

P Executive Director Amy Maglio and Senegal Project
Coordinator Adji Senghor were presenters at the United
Nation Girls’ Education Initiative global conference in
Dakar, Senegal.

P WGEP was selected for Neutrogena’s 2010 “Wave for
Change” campaign. The campaign proceeds benefitted
WGEP and two other nonprofits, raised awareness for
WGEP and our mission through People magazine and MTV.
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Focus On People

I was born on September 20, 1958, in Iruma village in the
Mara district. My father died when I was 3 years old and
my mother sent me to live with my grandmother. My
grandmother sent me to school, and in 1979 I was admitted
to university, but was unable to attend because I couldn’t
pay the fees. That year I married my late husband, and in
1986 we moved to our rural home in Tharaka.

In Tharaka, women are a disadvantaged group. The culture
and perceptions of the community emphasize that women
are to remain at home, caring for the family. When I first
moved there, almost all of the women were illiterate and
uneducated. I decided to form a small women’s group to
boost the financial position of women and provide an
opportunity for women in the community to get together
and socialize. I had to convince their husbands to allow
them to join the group because they were not allowed to
leave their homes. Through my position with this group,

I was elected as the Meru District Chairlady of the wom-
en’s national umbrella organization Maendeleo Ya
Wanawake Organization (MYWO), which means “devel-
opment for women” in Swahili.

In 1991, I coordinated MYWO’s research on female
genital mutilation (FGM) in the Meru district. We found
that 70 percent of female residents were subjected to FGM,
and 99 percent in Tharaka. However, MYWO’s 1993 pro-
gram to combat FGM was not conducted in Tharaka. So I left
the organization to start an anti-FGM project in Tharaka. I
often witnessed FGM ceremonies, and once I lent my
wheelbarrow to take a girl to the dispensary after her
wound became septic. I started discussions with commu-
nity women every Sunday, and the group grew to 10 women
whose daughters had attained the age of circumcision but
who did not want to subject them to the practice. My own
daughter was this age, and I wanted to create a support
system for her. The women were responsible for
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Aniceta (left) with Joan
Sherman (right),
President of WGEP’s
Board of Directors.

convincing and marshaling support from their husbands

and families. From this group, we created Ntanira Na
Mugambo, or Circumcision With Words.

Ntanira Na Mugambo conducted our first Alternative
Rite of Passage (ARP) ceremony in 1996. It was the first of
its kind in Kenya. Our ARP approach was borrowed and
replicated in various parts of Kenya and continues to be
used as a countermeasure against FGM. In 2006 I was
awarded the Head of State Commendation (presidential
award) by the President of Kenya in recognition for my
work in the development of women.

In addition to EGM, we have identified other problems
facing women and girls. In particular, illiteracy and low
enrollment rates in school are challenges girls here face on a
daily basis. Therefore, we are excited to be partnering with
Women’s Global Education Project to expand opportunities
for education for girls, so that we can inspire our daughters
to lead the next generation.



Note: Excess income in our net
assets is due to the WGEP
Board designating $40,000
per year for operating expenses
over the next three years.

Statement of Revenue and Expenditures

January - December 2010

Business Donations
Community Organizations
Annual Fundraiser
Foundations

Individual Donations

Programs

Fundraiser

General and Administrative
Accounting and Bookkeeping
Consultants/Staff

Revenue Generated Over Time

2005 2007 2009
23,925 98,886 105,860

2004 2006 2008 2010
22,564 60,632 46,406 246,712

122,806.30
973.75
36,692.00
58,275.00
27,965.68

85,126.79
28,400.00
5,368.70
4,092.33
3,125.02

26,127.00

Breakdown of
Expenditures

Administrative
Program

25%
75%

Kenya Program
Expenditures

Scholarships

Anti-FGM/
alternative
rite of passage

Parent &
community
workshops

Mentoring
& health
education

Administrative

Senegal Program
Expenditures

Scholarships

Parent &
community
workshops

Mentoring
& health
education

Teacher training

Monitoring
& evaluation

Administrative




Sisters-to-School

scholars

Women’s Global Education Project
gratefully acknowledges the many
donors and supporters who have
joined us in our mission to fight global
poverty by educating girls. We are
proud to have you as partners in

this work!

Grants and Contributions
$25,000 and above
Neutrogena

$10,000 - $25,000

Thanksgiving Fund

Mary H. Waite Fund at The Chicago
Community Trust

$3,000 - $9,999

Holthues Trust

Rubens Family Foundation

Richard H. Driehaus Charitable Lead Trust

$1,000 - $2,999

Earth and Its People
Sandbox Studio, Chicago
IBM Corporation

Weist Family Trust

$500 - $ 999

Morgan Design Group

Rotary Club of Maywood

Global Philanthropy Partnership
Leinenweber, Baroni & Daffada Cons., LLC
Mortgage Resource Group

$1-499

Taylor Wester Enterprises - Yoga Trek

Allstate Giving Campaign

Capitol Indemnity Corporation

Schield Family Foundation

Western Montana Returned Peace
Corps Vol.

Gail L. Mathews & Associates, LLC

Tea Party Angels

Ameriprise Financial

HP Company

North Shore Country Day School

Global Education Office

Event Support

Muntu Dance Theatre of Chicago
North Pond Restaurant

Sandbox Studio, Chicago

In-Kind Gifts

Buzz Café

Careful Peach
Carmichael’s Steakhouse
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Chicago a cappella

Chicago Athletic Clubs
Chicago Cubs

Fly Bird

Frontera Grill

Girl Scouts

IBM

Language Stars

Music Institute of Chicago
North Pond Restaurant
Prodigy Glassworks

Sandbox Studio, Chicago
Salon Duo

TeaGschwendner

The Chicago Council on Global Affairs
The Grant Park Music Festival
WBEZ Chicago Public Radio
Yoga Trek

Matching Gifts

Allstate Foundation
Allstate Giving Campaign
Ameriprise Financial
ITW Foundation

Leaders’ Circle:

$3,000 and above

Lynn Besser

Christopher Dunn

Teenie Matlock and Paul Maglio

Sisters’ Circle:

$1,000 - $2,999

Roger Brownworth

Bete Demeke

Nancy Juda and Jens Brasch

Laura Kennedy and Christopher Boffey
Donna Cook and Matt Maciejewski
Priscilla Kucik

Sarah McCarthy

Margaret and Richard Notebaert
Susan Weissman and Doug Reifler
Simone and David Wheeler
William Taylor

Natalie and Gerardo Zavala

Guardians:

$500 - $999

Thomas and Betty Berning

Regina Bowgierd and John Kulczycki
Stephanie Clemson

Mary Kay Clinton and Tom O’Brien
Dolores Connolly and Dan Casey
Valerie and Gregg Dixon

Daphne Hoch-Cunningham
Suzanne and Daniel Kanter

Norma and Phil Maglio

Jennifer Miller

Barbara Rose and Neil Peck

Jennifer Sachs and Bill Maggs
Polly and Ken Rattner

Carol and Scott Webster
Carol Wyant

Partners:

$300-$499

Sonya Anderson

Pamela and Terry Bergdall
Michael Branigan

April and Paul Donnellan
Vicki and Richard Dufour
Ellen Foley

Lucinda Fox

Sarah Harding

Julie and Michael Hedges
Mary Kawalski

Tara and James McDonald
Janet and Jerome McDonnell
Lally McNichols

Kendra Park

Jonathan Seed

Sally Stovall and Dick Alton
Debra and David Tolchinsky
Vanessa and Joe Tornabene
Katherine Wester

Supporters:

$100 - $299

Anonymous

Barbara Ballinger

Ronda Billig and Phillip Boffey
Allison Churnside

Elaine Clemens and Robert Harris
Elizabeth Cohen

Mardge Cohen

Carol Beth Conklin

Rachel and Zachary Fardon
Barcy Fisher

Miriam Frankel

Soudary and David Greenbaum
Linda Hattersley

Anne-Renee’ Heningburg
Deana and Christopher Herrman
Holly Hirst

Laura Hornhold

Elaine and James Johnson
Catherine Kallal and Maurice Lemon
Gail Ludewig

Jenna Mahay

John Mancini

Peter Marino

Mary McCarthy

Kathy McHugh

Karen and Gustavo Mendoza
Katherine and Oliver Nicklin
Kay Pesek Nixon

Melissa Oppenheimer and Kurt Edwards
Erin Plummer

Margaret Rohter

Carlos Salgado

Marilyn Schlesinger

Elizabeth and William Sharpe
Lawrence Sherman

Yao and Dan Streng

William Stuart

Noelle Studer-Spevak

Laura Tucker

Patricia Tuohy

Molly Waite

Alison and Kevin Welch

Suzanne and Martin Whitfield
Alice Willard and Robert Baker
Rita Zakusilo

Friends:

$99 and under

Anonymous

Deborah and Richard Atlas
Katherine and Wynn Bailey
Veronica Bailin

Fern Bogot and Norman Wald
Michael Branon

Catherine Brubaker

Eileen Budde

Shannon Cahill and Jan Van Mieghem
Gabriel Castelli

David Cauldwell

Carol Cheng

Marscha Chenoweth
Antoine Colin

Jennifer Cramer

Wendy Daniels

Melody Dawson

Maile Domingo

Mary Donohue

Cecelia Downs and Dennis Temple
Edward English

Lisa Erl

Heather and Henry Frechette
Nancy Funk

Roberta Glick

Heidi Glunz

Philip Goldsworthy

Kirk Halpin

Mattie Harms

Renee Harned

Penelope Hartnell

Wendy Henning

Vima Jayabalan

Bharathi Jayaram

Ann Johnson

Gretchen and Dexter Kamilewicz
Annie Kawalski

Lorraine Kaznia

Rebecca and Jeffrey Kremin
Debra Lopez

Gordon Love

Jennifer Luce

Joy McAuley

Lucy McClellan

Michael McConnell

Carl Meacham

Rebecca Mikulay

Clara Nebbia

Melanie R. Nevis

Alice Ogorodny

Deborah Oonk

Erin O’Quinn

Patricia O’Quinn

Amy and Demetrios Pappageorge
Tom Pedersen

Samantha Plescia

Laura and Jim Polan

Rebecca Port ;

Chris Powell

Nancy Printz

Theresa Quattrocki

Edevina Quetua and James Schwartz
Howard Raik

Bryn Reese-Klovens

Kevin Roarty
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Kate Rothrock

Andria Scanlan

Holly Scheppegrell
Lindsey Shaughnessy
Richard Smiley
Carmen Smith
Elizabeth and Sara Solem
Donna Sproston

Julie Stagliano

Kristen Straughan
Sherry Streeter
Allexandra Torres
Elizabeth Vales
Winona Watson
Tauffaui Wilkes
Francois Wurmus
Maria Wynne

Mary and Paul Zaander
Lauren Zamora

Eliana Zemmer

In-Kind Gifts
Sara Cuthbert
Mike Hedges
Carolyn Kalinich
Amanda Morrison
Laurie Proffi
Laura Scher

Sue Sommers

Class Sponsors pledge a minimum of
$300 annually for at least three years and
commit to helping a Women'’s Global
secondary school scholar finish her education.
Thank you, Class Sponsors!

John Andresen

Lynn Besser

Regina Bowgierd and John Kulczycki
Nancy Hild

Holy Trinity High School

John Ismay

Suzanne and Daniel Kanter

Norma and Phil Maglio

Janet and Jerome McDonnell

Morgan Design Group

Kendra Park

Sherry Seigel

William Taylor

Susan Weissman

This listing reflects
contributions received between
J: y and December 2010.




Board of Directors
April Kanne Donnellan, Global
Philanthropy Partnership

Christopher Dunn, Motorola Mobility

James McDonald, New Century Bank
Jennifer Miller, The Children’s
Place Association

Joan Sherman, Northwestern University

Advisory Board

Sonya Anderson, Ph.D, Ounce of
Prevention Fund

Elise Annunziata-Blaisdell, City of
Manchester NH, Department of
Community Planning and

Development, Community
Improvement Program

Lynn Besser, LCSW

Christopher Boffey, J.D., L.L.M.,

PetroKazakhstan

Nancy Juda

Laura Kennedy, United Nations

Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO)

Abdoulaye Ndiaye, United Nations
Development Program

Barbara Rose, S.N. Peck, Builder, Inc. &

Case Handyman and Remodeling
of Chicago, Management Cleaning
Controls, Inc.

Julie Stagliano, Heartland International
Bill Taylor, Oakton Community College,

retired professor of political science

Did You Know?

The children of a
mother with just one
oo year of education

Michael Branigan

show a 43% decline

Christina Jose
Emily Lo
Elida Lynch

in malnutrition.

Simone Wheeler

Staff
Amy Maglio, Executive Director
Edevina Quetua,

Communications Director

A Senghor Sencgl ucated women are
Program Coordinator

Aniceta Kiriga, Kenya

Program Coordinator
Wendy Daniels, Bookkeeper es s t a n a as
Sarah Eisner, Intern

Emily Fitch, Intern

likely to be subjected

to FGM & 4 times as
likely to oppose FGM
for their daughters.

A girl that finishes
primary school is half
as likely to become
infected with HIV/AIDS
as those who did not

] h 1 h l
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and Amy Maglio; photos by Amy Maglio, Aniceta Kiriga, Adji Senghor, and Hayley

Webster. Design by Sandbox Studio, Chicago.
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