Dear ____,

I’m writing to tell you about Women’s Global Education Project, a new organization I’ve become involved in and am very excited about. 

I first heard about Women’s Global through ___________________. The organization was founded by Amy Maglio, who served as a Peace Corps volunteer in rural Senegal and helped her host family’s eldest daughter go to school. Upon her return home, Amy decided to found Women’s Global to help more girls in developing nations to access education. 

Today, Women’s Global is helping 120 girls in rural communities in Senegal and Kenya to get an education! In addition, Women’s Global provides after-school tutoring to about 40 additional girls to help them prepare for rigorous exams they need to pass in order to move on to the next grade. Finally, Women’s Global works with in-country partner organizations to combat barriers that keep girls from accessing school such as lack of family funds, gender bias, preventable illnesses and other health-related concerns, and harmful social practices such as early marriage and female genital mutilation.

There are all sorts of studies documenting the value and effectiveness of educating girls. For example, one World Bank study said, “The World Bank has recognized that there is no investment more effective for achieving development goals than educating girls.”  The studies show that girls who get an education are more likely to have a higher earning potential, show better health outcomes, avoid early marriage, have fewer children and healthier births, immunize and feed their children better, and ensure that their children also get an education. In addition, in rural communities in Kenya where female genital mutilation is practiced, girls who receive an education are much more likely to get involved in alternative rites of passage to adulthood (In Kenya, Women’s Global works with a partner organization that is led by a woman who has been fighting FGM for years).

So I have decided to support Women’s Global by becoming a Class Sponsor. This means that I’ve committed myself to donate $300 a year for up to seven years so that I can see a girl through secondary school, giving her the confidence that the funds will be there until she graduates.  I’ve also made a personal commitment to find at least one more Class Sponsor. So I’m writing to you and the rest of my friends to see if you’d like to become a Sponsor—or to support Women’s Global at any level.  Keep this in mind: Sponsors don’t need to be individuals.  A book club, a church group or a bowling team could also become Sponsors.

I know I’ve only been able to give you an overview of what Women’s Global does, so please take a look at their website at www.womensglobal.org to learn more about Women’s Global and to see the various ways your contribution will be used. Also, I’d be happy to answer any questions you might have. 

Even if you can’t become a Sponsor, I urge you to consider committing to an annual contribution. Support at all levels will help girls in developing countries build a better life for themselves, their families, and, in the end, our world as a whole. 

Thanks so much for considering this, and please help me spread the word! 

